Jihad in Islam
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The concept of jihad:

Misrepresented in many quarters. 

· related to compulsion religion. Pay your life.

· related to religious intolerance of others whose belief differ

· taking out of context some verses which were revealed specifically to deal with aggressors. ‘kill all the infidels’.

· basic is that you kill anyone who differs from you or you have the right to do so.

· Terrorism connected with jihad. Since some commit these acts, call their organization ‘Islamic jihad’. Neither Islamic nor jihad as we will see.

What does the word Jihad mean?

Typically definition given in media and … is Holy war

Grave… but common error. Retranslate the term Holy war حرب مقدسة 

Never appears in Quran nor in Sunnah. Not once.

Interesting. Not just problem of translation but because there is a special connotation with the terms:

1. crusades
2. killing, burning alive of people who differ with religious institutions. Heretics.

3. the inquisition

4. mutual killings ……. Christians who accuse each other

But none of these have to do with Islam or jihad.

Go back etymologically.  Roots :  execution of efforts struggling for excellence (JHD)       جهد
Three levels
As an Islamic terminology used in 3 meanings: three levels / meanings of jihad.

1. jihad   النفس  (Jihad Al Nafs) used by the Prophet. Do Jihad against yourself. Struggle against evil inclination inside oneself and against one’s desires.

This level of jihad: to struggle for moral and spiritual excellence would have to be at foundation of any other type of jihad. But we don’t read this in the media.

2. struggle against evil in society . forbidding the evil and enjoining the good in society.

25:52: Addresses of the Prophet Mohammad: Do not obey the unbelievers and conduct jihad with it. (the Quran).

Obviously Quran does not shoot missiles or bullets. The reference here making jihad with evidence and logic but not with force.

3. struggle in battlefield to defend oneself or remove human tyranny.

القثال  : one form of jihad

Bringing an action in accordance to the will of the creator.

Conclusion : 

-Jihad has always been a part of Islamic teachings 

-struggle for excellence

even in Mecca: (where there was no battlefield Jihad) :

‘those who struggle truly for path of Allah, they’ll receive their reward.

What is the purpose of jihad?

If this is the meaning of jihad, what is now its purpose?

It is not an accident that term is always used : Fi Sabeel Allah

(For God , for sake of God, or in path of God).

Not jihad unless it is not done for political ambitions or personal ambitions, but must be done for God within the limits that he prescribed for you.

This means that:

At least four types of use of Force are totally eliminated from that definition, are not jihad.

1. fighting to force people on the matter of the religion amply documented in Quran. 2:256 “ la ikraha fi din “ (Let there be no compulsion on the matter of religion.) Other verses 10:99 (..would you compel the people in order that they become believers?),  5:99 (Not upon the messenger except the responsibility of notification), 18:29 (And say: “The truth is from your Lord, so whoever wills, let him believe; and whoever wills, let him disbelieve), 42:48.
5:99 : even after Muslims were victorious and went to Mecca. So it is not just a stage - from beginning to end.

2. cannot be jihad if it is done for personal ego. Somebody wants to be a ruler over a larger part of the land to be an emperor.

3. not use of force simply to assert the superiority of one group of people (ethnic, nationalistic or otherwise over the others).

4. if intention is to attain personal benefits such as war booties or wealth.

Indeed the latter categories : 

· ego or territory 

· ethnic or nationalistic expansionism 

· personal benefits or booties.

have been covered in an example in the life of the Prophet when some people came saying :‘some people fight in order to be called courageous (ego) hoping to get some benefits (war bosty) and bias towards one nationality , ethnic, race. They asked which of these are in the path of Allah, accepted by Allah? ‘ The prophet said : only those who fight so that the word of Allah becomes supreme ( to establish goodness and justice) are struggling in the path of Allah’  - others not accepted.

Valid reasons for Jihad : 

If we eliminate all of these causes or justifications for the use of force, it leaves only:

Two valid reasons in Islam for the use of force.

1. self defense against those who attack you.

· Just like it happened during days of the Prophet

· Includes armed resistance against anyone who occupy your land or country.

2. remove human tyranny and oppressive systems which stop people from exercising their religious freedom, or stand in the way of the peaceful communication of the message of Islam.

-Depriving people and usurping their freedom of choice  

16:125 ‘invite all to the path of your Lord with wisdom and beautiful exortation.’ (not sword over your neck)

29:46 (people of Book) Argue not, oh Muslims, with the people of the Book except … ways which are best (courteous, effective)… except for those who are oppressive amongst them.

Now that we looked at the permissible purpose of jihad in Islam, we may touch on the attitude of use of force even within these permissible objectives.

Islam advocates peace

A common notion that is found in many writings even with aura of academia- is that Islam is inherently militant or violent by nature – oriented towards use of force

There are at least four reasons to show that this notion is totally false 

The term Islam:

· not derived from name of person…

· means : submission and peace (SLM)

· attainment of peace thru the submission to the will of God and following his guidance

all types of Peace

-between human and his Creator

-within himself : No confusion clarity of vision

-with other human beings

-extends to nonhuman beings – animals

-with the Universe at large – ecology

1. Name of religion is based on attainment of peace . This is the objectives. Unless you have to defend peace with…
2. Name of God Allah ASSALAM – The  PEACE
3. paradise is called : dar essalam (the abode of peace)
4. greetings of Angels in paradise essalamu aleikum
5. greetings of people who enter paradise tahiatouhoum fiha salam

essalamu aleikum is the greetings of all the prophets in Quran

· the highest sought ideal is to attain peace 

· you use force only to protect peace from those who want to destroy it.

When The Battle is inevitable 

· even when  use of force is inevitable –when intentions are pure, and there is a legitimate reason for the use of force to stand up for justice, prophet Mohammad taught his followers not to be anxious to go to war. Even if you have to meet the enemy. But if you meet the enemy persevere.

· Do not be itching to get to battlefield (waissalou allah essalama)

· After the battle starts:  if there is any reasonable inclination of the enemy make peace (just peace) then have inclination to peace. (wa in janahou lissilm)

Lesson from the seerah 

This takes us to a footmark from the sira or examples of the life of the Prophet.

- Muslims were persecuted for 13 years , tortured , women ‘alam tara ila elladhina kila lahoum koufou aydiyakoum wa akimou essalat’ (Have you seen those who were told withhold your hands and perform prayers. )
- do not itch to take revenge . don’t just try to attack for personal revenge. But you must be committed for a cause.

· first verse to fight: oudhina liladhina youkatilouna bianahoum dholimou. Because you are oppressed, you are allowed to fight back.

· later revelations: Muslim attitude to those who do not share this religion. la yanhakoum allahou………
· not just to tolerate others, but to be kind and equitable with those who are different from you. 

· with respect to those who do not fight you in your religion and do not expel you from your homes.

If there must be war

- Even if for a just cause, there still has to be limits :

Worst situation: Etiquettes followed in battlefield.
Is it just left to the contingency of expediency? No. The following 10 rules are derived from : Quran, Prophet, Khalifs’ life and scholars,……

1. Seek your protection : even if one of unbelievers (even during battle) seeks refuge in you, that is seeks protection, then give it to him. The rational (so that he may be able to hear the word of God). Idea is not hatred. It is to transform people and to establish justice, not to kill people.

2. declaration of war: you must declare war. No surprise attack. Unless the battle is ongoing and the enemy has occupied your land. 
3. Give peace a chance before battle starts. - When enemies are ready. A final offer to other side to make peace.
4. respect all treaties: - unless the treaty is abrogated. – even if there is ill faith on other side – still no surprise , but tell them.
5. spare those who are not fighting against you. – even in battle .- strictly practiced by Prophet and Caliphs. Do not hurt: 

a. women not fighting

b. a child 

c. old man

d. religious person devoting himself to prayer and teaching
6. refraining from destruction of : 

a. killing animals

b. cutting trees or destroying buildings

c. w/o necessity.

7. never to kill an injured person. – he can’t fight you any longer.

8. never to torture or hurt prisoners of war.

a. this is before Geneva conference. In 7th century. 

b. Prisoners of war given very good treatment. Given the best Food – even better than what the companions ate. 

c. Captives said the are Muslim, captors gave them better treatment.

d. Beyond Geneva conference
9. make effort to end bondage of people  taken as prisoners of war.  
a. relieve them as an act of charity (if they are not going to come back and fight you)

b. or for a ransom : financial to compensate you for losses in the war, or exchange of prisoners 

10. even those who are killed , never mutilate their bodies 

a. allow them to be buried in dignity 

Post War era :

1. avoid arrogance

2. victory is from Allah, not your courage

3. with victory comes responsibilities
a. establishing  justice and helping the needy , etc

b. not to exploit people
c. order good and forbid evil: establish life according to divine guidance

Conclusion

Where are those teachings from reality

1. we must distinguish between Islam and Muslims
a. we cannot discern the teachings of Islam from the wrong actions of a few Muslims
b. teaching of Christ are not the same as the Crusade, or Serbs in Yuogoslavia, or moral looseness, crimes, bombing in Ireland, racial discrimination .

2. teachings we have examined did not develop due to political pressures or an overall trend towards modernity and civilization. nor at age of Enlightenment, all matured 1400 years ago.

3. they were not utopia but they were applied for centuries: we find numerous examples – vivid examples of tolerance.  Not to say all Muslims were angels for 1400 years. But when records of Muslims in history are compared to the followers of any other race: very honorable and tolerant.

Media Problems   
There are a lot  of problems in the way the media portrays some events.
1. Stereotyping 
2. too many unfair generalizations
3. give reader distorted pictures about Islam
4. as an example ‘Islamic terrorism’: there is nothing Islamic about terrorism , just as there is nothing Christian about committing crimes in the streets.
5. Clear bias in media

When negative action happens by people from a country in which majority is Muslim , all 1 billion Muslims are labeled among Islamic terrorist. But slaughter of Muslims in Sabra and Shatila (Lebanon) never appeared as Christian terrorist. (or IRA , Ireland).

Noble teachings of the Prophets are innocent from what some of their followers may do.
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